DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
AIR FORCE REAL PROPERTY AGENCY

NOV 21 2005

AFRPA/DR
1700 N. Moore St.. Suite 2300
Arlington, VA 22209-2802

Kathleen Johnson

U.S. EPA. Region 9
Mail Code (Air-6)

75 Hawthorne Street

San Francisco, CA 94105

Mr. Donald L. Richey

Arizona Department of Environmenta! Quality
1110 W. Washington St.

Phoenix. AZ 85007

Dear Ms. Johnson and Mr. Richey

This letter acknowledges receipt of the October 17, 2005 joint letter from the U. S.
Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX (EPA) and the Arizona Department of
Environmental Quality invoking formal dispute on the Liquid Fuel Storage Site (ST12) at the
former Williams Air Force Base. Arizona.

Protecting human health and the environment remains the goal and basis for the Air
Force undertaking and continuing environmental cleanup at Williams Air Force Base. Currently.
we are performing active remediation of ST-12 by operating a full scale Soil Vapor Extraction
(SVE) treatment system for deep soils for source control. There was some downtime with this
system after the Internal Combustion Engine system went down and required replacement. The
system went back on line in April 2005. Since 1997. this system has removed the equivalent of
370.000 gallons of fuel from the soil. We feel that the deep soil remedy in place will be just as
successful as the shallow soil remedy was. The challenge remaining at ST-12 is the effective
cleanup of the groundwater.

As with any remedy. the results must be balanced between overall protection of human
health and the environment and the costs to the taxpayers to attain that protection. The decision
to discontinue the installation of the TEE system at ST-12 was not taken lightly: however. we
believe it was the right decision based on the available data. The data did not indicate that the
TEE system would be necessary in providing overall protection of human health and the
environment. Our failure was not in the decision, but in our failure to communicate with the
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